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Walter Dean stands with the Plotmaster, a mu~itunctionallow-cast plow that he 

believes can change agricu~ural development in Africa. 


Low-Cost Plow Would Aid African Farmers 

The Plotmaster, a multifunctional, low-cost plow that can help 
African villagers profit commercially through agricultural 
development, was presented at a May 20 Georgia-Senegal 
business forum in Atlanta. 

Walter Dean, president of Alpharetta-based Dean Machinery Inc., 
is responsible for redesigning the plow and is seeking distributors 
to resell the machine across Africa. 

Turning soil, planting seeds and covering dirt in one pass, the 
Plotmaster allows villagers to plant crops more quickly than if 
they were doing each operation separately, said Mr. Dean. 

"This is an immediate low-cost solution for people who need to be 
fed," he told Mayor Hamadoul Mbackiou Faye of Dakar, and Abdul 
Malal Diop, Senegal's minister of immigration affairs, during the 
business forum that was held at the Auburn Avenue Research 
Library for African American Culture. 

Mr. Diop told GlobalAtlanta that Mr. Dean's plow is appropriate 
for Senegal because it is cheaper than similar versions available 
in his country, and nearly 80 percent of Senegal's population 
works in agriculture. 

The Plotmaster was redesigned from Tecomate Wildlife Systems 
Ltd's Original version that helps American hunters plant food plots 
to attract wild game. It currently functions in six villages in 
western Kenya. Mr. Dean and Vince Farley, a retired foreign
service officer with experience in Africar are working together to 
find distributors in other countries on the continent. 

Mr. Dean modified Tecomate's plow to be suitable for African 
farmers. It is made with lighter materials and can be easily pulled 
by draft animals, such as horses and oxen, instead of small 
tractors or all-terrain vehicles. 

It also has additional wheel and attachment features so that it 
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· can be customized to the needs of different villages. It is also 
capable of adjusting to the heights of draft animals that vary 
from region to region. 

Because the plow enables a villager to farm more quickly, he can 

plow a greater portion of land and produce a greater diversity of 

crops, Mr. Dean said. Thus, villagers can feed themselves and 

still have surplus food for commercial sale, he said. 


"I have been to many villages in Africa, and people are still using 

shovels and hoes to turn soil," said Mr. Farley. He also noted that 

most African countries currently import corn, wheat and other 

products because the cost of farming locally has been too 

expensive or laborious to maintain. 


Through a village co-operative, Mr. Farley believes one plow can 

service 10-20 farmers, allowing them to quintuple their 

production and earn disposable incomes. 


Mr. Farley has worked extensively in Africa with the U.S. State 

Department and now runs his own business, Farley International 

LLC, which specializes in trade with the continent. 


Mr. Dean, who volunteered as a secondary school teacher in 

Kenya, is also president of the Atlanta Committee for CARE, the 

regional fundraising arm of the Atlanta-based international relief 

agency. 


The Georgia-Senegal business forum was organized by the Africa 

Business Council and was the second stop on a is-day U. S. tour 

for the Senegalese delegation. 


Contact Mr. Dean by email at wdean@deanmachinery.com or by 
telephone at (678) 947-8550. Mr. Farley can be contacted at 
(404) 679-5650 or vincefarley@mindspring.com. 

For more information about upcoming projects of the Africa 

Business Council, contact Nell Diallo at (404) 408-7611. 


Source: Nema Etheridge for GlobalAtlanta 
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